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Failed by govt and schools

Schools are in short supply in the city’s Muslim-majority areas. Not only has the gﬁvt let
them down, private schools turn away eligible Muslim children on the flimsiest of grounds

Maria Akram | TNN

B ducation is the key

: to leadership, and
the backwardness
of Muslims demon-

il

& strates a lack of it.
The enrolment of Muslim
girls in schools has declined,
but backwardness alone is
not to blame as the availabil-
ity and accessibility of both
public and private schools
are inadequate. Many Mus-
lim parents have reported
facing discrimination and
visible hostility from teach-
ers and school authorities
while tryving to seek admis-
sion for children.

The dismal condition of
government and municipal
schools is no secret, s0 some
Muslim parents opt for ma-
drassas over schools. “The
teachers rémain absent and
the quality of education is
poor. It's better for children
to attend madrassas as these
days they also impart (mod-
ern) education and students
can get placed as translators
in Gulf countries,” said
Shariq Khan, a resident of
Seelampur. The Babul-
Uloom Madrassa that has
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ACCESS DENIED: Many Muslims are Iuggmg lntu the madrassa system for an education

more than 180 students is a
few Kilometres away from
his residence.

A study by the Institute
of Objective Studies shows
how Muslim children whose
parents meet criteria of in-
come, proximity and educa-

tional background were de-
nied admission on flimsy
grounds in formal schools.
In 2012, social activist Ab-
dul Khalig used RTI to col-
lect information about the
number of Muslim children
enrolled in nursery in Del-

STUDIED INDIFFERENCE Gucational faciltes for Musfims
remain inadequate in the city
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hi's private schools. “The
bias was clear. Of the 92
schools that provided infor-
mation, 17 admitted only one
Muslim child each and
around 20 had no Muslim
student that year. The other
schools had only five or six
students each,” he said.

The study claims that one
reason for the high college
dropout rate among Mus-
lims is that they study in
nearby areas, and don't get
to mix with children from
other communities at the
school level. College delivers
a culture shock. However,
enthusiasm for good Eng-
lish-medium secular educa-
tion is strong in the middle-
class Muslim residents of
these areas.

Kachchi Khajuri that lies
along the Pushta Road link-
ing Delhi with Uttar Pradesh
demonstrates the plight of
Muslim children. Across the

road from it is Pucci Khaju-
ri, a Gujjar-dominated colo-
ny. Kachchi Khajuri is al-
most entirely a Muslim area
and does not have a Delhi
government school. Its chil-
dren attend school on the
other side where, besides
schools, there are roads and
covered drains.

In Okhla and Zakir Nagar
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wards, people allege their
children are asked whether
they have seen a terrorist,
live next door to one, of if
their father knows a mem-
ber of Indian Mujahideen.
“It's really disturbing when
parents come complaining
about such guestions, but
with whom can they take it
up when profiling of chil-
dren from this area is so
commeon,” said Amanatullah
Khan, AAP worker and a
resident of Batla House.
There are some success
stories too. For instance, af-
ter the amazing transforma-
tion of Sarvodayva Kanva

. Vidyalaya-2, Zeenat Mahal,

a century-old Urdu-medium
school for girls, parents no
longer need to look for
schools outside their area.
Until a few years ago, the
school ranked among the 200
worst-performing govern-
ment schools in Delhi with
its pass percentage around
o0% . But in 2008, its pass rate
was 100% and it topped
among non-Rajkiva Pratibha
Vikas Vidyalayvas (RPVV),
standing fifth among all gov-
ernment schools. The good
work continues.

Tomorrow: Water &£
electricity
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Minority at major disadvantage

Muslim-majority areas in Delhi are getting stepmotherly treatment from the civic agencies.
They figure low down in development plans and the budgets allocated for them are minimal
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hat is com-
mon between
Jama Masjid,
Batla House,
Hauz Rani,
Seemapun and Khajuri,
apart from a predominantly
Muslim population? They
lack civic facilities, are con-
gested and development has
always been slow in coming
to them. The density of pop-
ulation is usually very high,

pushing up real estate pric-
es. Still, many Muslims con-
tinue to settle in them as
they find it difficult to rent
or buy a house in other parts
of the citv Since horizontal
expansion of the localities is
no longer possible, they are
going vertical.

Because of the space con-
straint, the number of
schools, water supply and
sanitation are all inadequate
in these areas. Add to it civic
apathy, and the localities
fare poorly in terms of most
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NEGLECTED: Many bus stops connecting Muslim-majority areas lie more than 1km away

structure as they “feel pro-
tected” living within the
community, while 23% chose
the areas for affordability.
A study by the Institute
of Objective Studies in seven
wards—Chauhan Bangar,
Jaffrabad, Mustafabad,

pattern of fund allocation
and actual expenditure by
various government agen-
cies. While banks, ration
shops, Mother Dairy outlets
and healthcare should be
available within the neigh-
bourhood, in 72% of cases

across Delhi but it is acute
in the areas surveyed where
44% of the people do not
have access to tap water.
Those who have water con-
nections complain that the
water is unfit for drinking.
The data also shows that

thorized colonies—none of
them from the Muslim-ma-
jority list. MLAs and coun-
cillors, however, say there
are many restrictions on
carrying out work in slums
and unauthorized colonies.
But even a service like sani-
tation, on which there is no
restriction, is crumbling.

Tomorrow: Sanitation
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 Get the Alive App:

: Give a missed call to

18001023324 or visit
alivear.com from your mobile phone

Open the Alive app on your phone and scan this picture by
focusing your phone's camera on it. For android, 10S and windows,
tap on the screen to capture the image and hold still over the image.
On BB and Symbian, go to options and then capture the image.
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hind Hoor Bano’s shanty in
. New Seelampur has not been
cleared. Time has inured her
to the filth and stench from
the spread of garbage, and experi-
ence has taught her not to expect
anything better. Residents say their
representatives, from the councillor
to the MP, only pass the buck. “Our
councillor, Shakila Begum, chooses
to stay in purdah,” a resident told TOI
with more than a trace of sarcasm.
Overflowing drains in the area
breed mosquitoes, and dengue and ma-

NOTA
CLEAN PICTURE

The city's Muslim-majority areas lack
sanitation infrastructure and services
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REPORT

laria are widespread. Mohd Sacod, who
lost his three-year-old son to dengue in
2010, is resigned to his fate. “Peaple die
here and the ‘dirty’ tag attached to
Muslims is right, as most of us live in

such unhygienic conditions.”
Conditions are even more insani-
tary in Seemapuri, which has a high
concentration of Muslim residents.
There, people have started burning
garbage to get rid of it. Even the main
road is divided by a ribbon
of garbage, “We lead a
dirty, dangerous
and degraded

8%
-Yés
84%
- No

8%
Can't say

‘Trapped in filth, disease & neglect

There is hardly any sanitation infrastructure in Muslim-majority areas, and even that is poorly
maintained. Most areas have overflowing drains, some have even s

life. By inhaling this toxic air, many
of us die very young,” said Mohd Bi-
lal, a ragpicker. There is just one mo-
bile toilet on the main road for the
hundreds of people who live nearby,
and even it is brimming. Now people
sleep on the iron planks.

In the Jama Masjid area, where
Muslims make up 95% of the popula-
tion, there is only one dhalao which
is seldom cleared out. The sewage
system is inadequate, and it back-
flows during the rains. A tourist mag-
net and street food hub, the Jama
Masjid area has more than 380 eater-
ies, none of which has a proper waste
disposal system. “Recently, one pipe-
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NOTHING HEALTHY: Overflowing drains
in most areas breed mosquitoes, and
dengue and malaria are widespread

line was replaced but even that isn't
helping as the load is too much. Build-
ings are going vertical and sanitation
remains a huge problem,” said Jalal-
uddin. A study by the Institute of
Objective Studies shows that 63% of
the area does not have a sewerage.

While Old Delhi isn't planned,
Okhla, considered the new Qld Delhi,
is hardly better. Its unauthorized
colonies on the Yamuna riverbed face
the same problems. Their drainage
and sewerage are poor, and garbage
dumped on the streets compounds the
problem. While public toilets don't
exist, the study shows that 88% of the
households have toilet facilities,
thanks to the efforts of residents.

But since the area has been devel-
oped in a haphazard manner by resi-
dents themselves, some colony roads
are flooded with sewage even in peak
summer. “We pay water bills that in-
clude sewage charges. But there is no
sewage system in the area. The sys-
temn is collapsing but nobody
raises a voice against it as our
own leaders have stopped looking
after us,” said Jibran Ahmad,
a resident.

Tomorrow: Education |
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