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Envisioning Socio-Economic Inequalities and India's 
Inclusive Growth 
 
Mohammad ManzoorAlam* 
 
*  Chairman, Institute of Objective Studies, New Delhi 
 
Abstract: The IOS has always been engaging in the study of socio-
economic inequalities in the conspectus of India's economic 
growth. It has articulated the need for an inclusive agenda 
envisioning equity and participation of socially excluded people 
in the developmental process. Over the years, the IOS produced 
389 titles with great relevance to the Muslim (including Dalit) 
situation in India. The late Prof. Iqbal A. Ansari's works done 
under the Institute were all-time great on human rights and civil 
liberties. Prof. Ansari's three-volume, "Readings on Minorities" 
was a remarkable and relevant work about which the noted jurist, 
Soli Sorabjee said, "Prof. Iqbal Ansari's works are part of India's 
legal canon". However, the continued marginalization of Muslims 
and other traditionally ignored communities has been a constant 
concern". The IOS has undertaken seven studies (published as 
books later) that looked at the empowerment of Muslims through 
education, political measures, youth activism, etc. He remarked 
that anti-Muslim pogroms had become an election strategy. 
Meanwhile, the educational and economic backwardness of 
Muslims continued. In that scenario, the writers and editors of this 
book had tried to look at the possible socio-political and economic 
situation in 2025. Such studies were in progress as the situation 
required constant updating, he concluded. 
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Discoursing Western Approaches to Islamic Political 
Thought in Contemporary Muslim Worldview 

 
Obaidullah Fahad* 
 
* Professor, Department of Islamic Studies, Aligarh Muslin University, 

Aligarh- 202002 
 
Abstract: The study of the origin and development of Islam in the 
west by the non-Muslim “experts" of Islam is commonly known as 
orientalism. The reasons for special interest in the study of Islam 
mainly as a civilization of legacy vary from missionary zeal to 
colonial, political, and commercial aspirations. Western scholars 
say orientalists have never forgotten the crusading zeal. They 
overlooked the progress of political theory and philosophy in the 
East across the ages and almost invariably started the history with 
Greece and Rome passing, after a slight reference to Islamic 
thought on the subject, to the medieval period of Europe. A 
student of Islamic-political and philosophy is perplexed by this 
phenomenon. Most of the western writers on international law 
and diplomacy have tried to give the impression that Islam does 
not believe in the international legal regime and have categorized 
it as „dark ages‟. The paper dispels the misgivings and clarifies 
Islamic political thought in contemporary Muslim worldview. 
 
Keywords: Islamic Political Thought, Orientalism, European 
Hegemony, Theocratic State, Muslim worldview 
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2. William Archibald Dunning was an American historian and 

political scientist at Columbia University noted for his work 
on the Reconstruction era of the United States. He founded the 
informal Dunning School of interpreting the Reconstruction 
era through his own writings and the Ph.D. dissertations of his 
numerous students. Dunning has been criticized for 
advocating white supremacist interpretations, his “blatant use 
of the discipline of history for reactionary ends” and for 
offering “scholarly legitimacy to the disenfranchisement of 
southern blacks and to the Jim Crow system.  

3. Pollock, Sir Fredrick, English legal scholar, noted for his 
History of English Law Before the Time of Edward I, and for his 
correspondence over 60 years with U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Oliver Wendell Holmes. Pollock was called to the bar in 1871, 
taught jurisprudence at Oxford (1883-1903), succeeded his 
father in the baronetcy in 1888, and was made a king‟s counsel 
in 1920. Three of his text books remained in use for many 
years: Principles of Contract (1876), Digest of the Law of 
Partnership (1877), and The Law of Torts (1887). 

4. Bluntschli, Johanne Kaspar, writer on international law, whose 
book Das Moderne Kreigsretchi (1866! “The Modern Law of War”) 
was the basis of the codification of the laws of war that were 
enacted at The Hague Conferences of 1899 and 1907. She 
worked in the newspaper The New York Journal in 1920 too. The 
New Encyclopaedia Britannica (Micropedia), Edition 15, Vol. 9, 
P. 569.  

5. Bruno Hildebrand, A German economist representing the 
“older” historical school of economics. His economic thinking 
was highly critical of classical economists, especially David 
Ricardo (1772-1823), a British political economist. His magnum 
opus was Economics of the Present and the Future (1848). The 
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6. Robert von Mohl was a German jurist. From 1824 to 1845, he 

was professor of political science at the University of 
Tubingen. Robert von Mohl was one of the first to coin the 
term a Rechtsstaat, or constitutional state, as opposed to the 
“anti-aristocratic” police state and the judicially activist 
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Assembly in Frankfurt. He played a prominent part in the 
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He wrote widely on philosophy, politics and ethics, on 
idealistic lines: La Famille, Histoire de la philosophie dans 
l’antiquite et dans le temps moderne, Histoire de la science politique, 
Philosophie de la Revolution francaise, etc. However, in the 
opinion of 1911 Encyclopaedia Britannica, these writings are 
not characterized by much originality of thought. In 
philosophy, he was follower of Victor Cousin, and through 
him of G.W.F. Hegel. His principal work, Theorie de la morale, 
owes much to Immanuel Kant.  

8. Dunning W.A., A History of Political Theories- Ancient and 
Medieval, Allahabad, Central Book Depot, 1966, Introduction 
pp. xxiv-xxv. 
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12. Ibid., p. 189. 
13. Friedrich Ueberweg, a German philosopher and historian of 

philosophy. His compendious History of Philosophy is 
remarkable for the fullness of information, conciseness, 
accuracy, and impartiality. At first, he followed Beneke‟s 
empiricism, and strongly opposed the subjectivistic tendency 
of the Kantian system, maintaining in particular the objectivity 
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controversy.  

14. Ueberweg, History of Philosophy, (translation), New York, 1871, 
Vol. 1, p. 355. 

15. See for detail: Fahad, Obaidullah, Islamic Polity and Orientalists, 
Aligarh, Institute of Islamic Studies Aligarh Muslim 
University, 2000. 165 pp. 

16. Manzoor, Pervez. Islamic State Between the Mystique of 
Khilafah and the Logic of Mulk, Muslim World Book Review, 
London, Vol. 9, No. 1, 1988, p. 3 
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Switzerland to London, where he joined the faculty of the 
newly organized London School of Economics and Political 
Science in 1895. In1908, he became a professor of international 
law at Cambridge. His most important book is International 
Law: A Treatise, 2 Vol. in which he elaborated an international 
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Vol. 1, p. 78. 
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spent almost the whole of his productive life as a refugee in 
Holland. He was a seventeenth-century French skeptical 
philosopher and historian. He is best known for his 
encyclopedic work The Historical and Critical Dictionary (1697, 
1st edition; 1702, 2ndedition), a work which was widely 
influential on eighteenth-century figures such as Voltaire and 
Thomas Jefferson. He is best known for his explicit defenses of 
religious faith against attacks of reason, for his attacks on 
specious theological doctrines, and for his formulation of the 
doctrine of the erring conscience as a basis for religious 
toleration.  
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22. Francisco de Vitoria, Spanish theologian best remembered for 
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40. William Montgomery Watt was a Scottish Orientalist, 

historian, academic and Anglican priest. From 1964 to 1979, he 
was professor of Arabic and Islamic Studies at the University 
of Edinburgh. He dedicated his life to the promotion of 
dialogue between Christians and Muslims. Also, he is the 
author of Muhammad: Prophet and Statesman, Muslim 
Intellectual: A Study of al-Ghazali, General Editor of Islamic 
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Eastern and Western Approaches to Syrian Refugee 
Crisis: Some Tentative Findings 

 
Abdullah Samdani* 
 
* Amity Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, Amity University, 

NOIDA (U.P.); e-mail: 
 
Abstract: The Syrian Civil War is a decade-long conflict that has 
displaced 6.6 million Syrians and destroyed the entire country. 
Countries like Turkey, Iraq, Lebanon, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, and 
Egypt have the maximum number of Syrian refugees. This crisis 
has revealed the flaws in international humanitarian and refugee 
laws. The 1951 Refugee Convention and its 1967 Protocol seem to 
be very good laws, but in reality, there is no proper mechanism 
that can be adopted for their proper implementation. While most 
of the European nations are parties to the above-mentioned 
conventions, but they have closed their eyes when its 
implementation was needed in the case of Syria. This paper 
explores the largest refugee crisis, major change in the foreign 
policies of the European nations, and suggests remedial measures. 

  
Key Words: Syrian Conflict, War Situations, Refugee Crisis, 
Foreign Policies, Refugee Laws, International Humanitarian Law. 
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Gender Difference in Career Maturity of Rural and 
Urban Students 

 
Md. Mahmood Alam 
 
Abstract: Career maturity is reflected by an individual‟s mature 
behavior in coping with the tasks of career development, 
compared with that of others dealing with the same tasks (Super 
& Bohn, 1970). It is generally accepted as comprising both 
cognitive and affective components. The cognitive component 
consists of decision-making skills; the affective component 
includes attitudes toward the career decision-making process. 
This study examined the gender difference in career maturity of 
rural and urban students. The Sample consisted of 640 10th class 
students [320 Boys: 160 rural (80 Muslim and 80 non-Muslim) & 
160 urban (80 Muslim and 80 non-Muslim) and 320 Girls: 160 rural 
(80 Muslim and 80 non-Muslim) & 160 urban (80 Muslim and 80 
non-Muslim)] selected from government high schools of 
Darbhanga City. Tool for collecting the data included Crites‟ 
Career Maturity Inventory. Statistical analyses were performed 
using descriptive and inferential statistics to study the gender 
difference between students (boys &girls; rural & urban and 
Muslim & Non-Muslim) on the measure of career maturity. The 
findings of the study revealed that hypotheses H1, H2, H3, H7, and 
H9 are fully accepted, while hypotheses H4, H5, H6, and H8 are 
partially accepted. The present findings suggest that research 
needs to be complemented by examining differences in the 
between-group experiences that families from various social 
status and locale are able to provide for their children. That is, 
what are the experiences and conditions that families from certain 
groups provide that allow their children‟s aspirations to be 
expanded into higher vocational and career attainment. 
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Abstract: The Indian woman's rights get considerable attention 
towards its inclination to Islamic woman's rights. The Islamic 
women's liberation couched with the developments of Muslim 
woman's rights and Islamist women's liberation. The discourse 
and praxis of personal law equate to Islamic feminism and the 
Muslim feminism movement. In India, the discursive movement 
has distinct social and political background since Shah Bano 
Verdict of the Supreme Court. The emergence of feminist 
subjectivities is often daunting in Indian secular-national gender 
discourses. The theoretical discourse of gender equality within the 
framework of Muslim Personal Law marred by Ulama-driven 
interpretation and Muslim women's rights activists as sites of the 
struggle of Indian women. 
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Abstract: Is the pronouncement of a judgment in your favour the 
ultimate victory? Can a decree-holder hold his head up in pride 
and say that he will no longer have to take rounds of the court? If 
you think this is the case, you need to take a closer look at the 
Indian Civil Legal System. Parties come to court for a conclusive 
decision on their rights, to determine who is legally entitled to the 
disputed commodity, property or money, and when a judgment is 
declared in one party‟s favour, this crystalizes his right of 
entitlement. A judgment is a written document that contains the 
conclusions arrived at by the judge, inclusive of reasons for the 
same. The decree given after such pronouncement of judgment is 
merely a piece of paper. In India, it is a well-established fact that 
obtaining a decree in your favour is not a real victory because of 
the difficulties that arise in its execution. In the case of Mohinder 
Kumar, it was held that it is the court‟s duty “to put a ceiling on 
unnecessary delay in the matter of enjoying the fruits by a decree-
holder as is often said that a litigation in this country, particularly 
on the Civil side commences only after obtaining a decree while 
executing it,” but this consciousness does not benefit the decree-
holder. He is unable to reap the benefits of his triumph due to this 
delay. Keeping in mind „justice delayed is justice denied‟, this 
paper aims to understand the problems and reasons for prolonged 
delays in the execution of decrees granted by the courts and 
further seeks to come up with possible solutions to the problems 
at hand. 
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Abstract: The late Dr. Barber‟s book „Cool Cities: Urban Sovereignty 
and the Fix for Global Warming‟ makes a strong case for transferring 
power and finance from nation-states to cities to achieve 
reasonable success in curtailing climate change. An international 
agreement with little binding value directing global mitigation 
efforts and the increasing population of cities marks today‟s 
climate change regime. Most national governments, in their 
representations on climate action, cite city-based initiatives to 
demonstrate climate action. Dr. Barber analyses the potential for 
the legal devolution of power from nation-states to municipal 
governments to realize climate change mitigation and adaptation 
targets under the Paris Agreement. Unfortunately, this was the 
last book that Dr. Barber authored before his demise in 2017. 
However, the skill with which he makes his arguments creates a 
workable manifesto to defeat climate change and ensures that the 
book will be a valuable part of his legacy. 
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Abstract: The Institute of Objective Studies (IOS) held a lecture on 
“Hindutva and Nationalism” on March 3, 2018, at the conference 
hall of the Institute. Maulana Abdul Hameed Nomani, General 
Secretary, All India Muslim Majlis-i-Mushawarat, who delivered 
the lecture, observed that theory and practice assumed 
importance in society in the context of exclusion as it was used by 
some people for political purposes. Coming to the main issue, he 
said that cultural legacy had three grounds on which it stood. It 
could be either society, community or the country. Between 1915 
and 1925, Hindu Mahasabha veered round to the view that the 
community was the basis for nationalism. Both RSS and the 
Hindu Mahasabha stuck to this position, which, being a narrow 
outlook, was treading a dangerous course, having the potential to 
break the country. 
 
References 
 
1. Jamil Farooqi (1996). Hindu Muslim Relations: Theoretical 

Perspectives. Journal of Objective Studies, 8(2):1-22 
2. Ajmal, M. (2014).An Introduction to Hindu–Muslim 

Interaction and Formation of a Composite Culture in Kerala. 
Journal of Objective Studies, 26(1/2):145-156. 


