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[{ Thought for the Month }J

The unbelievers will be

Led to Hell in groups:

Until, when they arrive there,
Its gates will be opened.

And its keepers will say,

“Did not messengers come

To you from among yourselves,
Rehearsing to you the Signs
Of your Lord, and warning you
Of the Meeting of this Day

Of yours?” The answer

Will be: “True: but

The Decree of Chastisement
Has been proved true

Against the Unbelievers!”

\
(EDITOR \

Prof. Sanghasen Singh

Al-Quran- 39:71
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The Muslim attitude to everything is shaped by Tawheed, the faith in the Oneness of
God. The Allah we believe in is the Lord of the world. Who has created all men as
equal and has been sustaining them regardless of the fact whether they worship him or
not. This belief has always shaped the attitude, character and personality of Muslims
scholars in the most positive manner. This especially had a deep impact on the early
Muslims. Such silly ideas never crossed their mind that being conqueror they had no
need to learn from the people they had defeated and conquered. Instead, willingly they
became the students of the conquered people in order to acquire the knowledge they
possessed. Similarly when it came to give their own treasure of Knowledge to the
world, they never made any distinctions between Muslims and Non- Muslims
students.

Universalism is thus the most important feature of the Islamic concept of Knowledge.
We Muslims, are Muslims because we believe in the universal religion called Islam.
That we believe that Islam is not for Muslims alone; rather it belongs to all mankind.
Islam being universal has created an universal Ummah which has in its fold several
ethnic and racial group with different languages and culture. But they all are united in
the global Ummah because of their faith in Islam.

It is natural that a globalist religion will shape and develop an inclusive Universalist
civilization. As the faith, Islam itself included in it all those people who embraced it,
the civilization it gave birth to, also became inclusive and universal. We, therefore,
witness that during its long term history the Islamic civilization incorporated or
absorbed several regional traits, customs or cultural tradition provided they did not
contradict any fundamental tenet or aspect of Islam.

When the faith, Islam and the civilization is created are universal, the concept of
knowledge and the worldview they have developed will naturally be universal. The
Islamic concept of knowledge by nature, cannot be parochial, racial or ethnic; instead
it may be liberal both in acquisition and promotion of knowledge. This is the reason
that all through their history, especially during the time of Muslims have always been
very eager to acquire Knowledge from all sources and, likewise, have equally been
enthusiastic in giving it to who so ever sought it from them.

Historicity, rationalism and egalitarianism are the other important features of the
Islamic concept of Knowledge. But we would explaining in detail as they are not
necessarily required for any aspect of our central theme. It’s then time to go back to
our discussion on Islam and modernity with reference to education.

At this very time European civilization was on the rise. The Muslims of Spain where
being defeated and driven out and the libraries containing their intellectual treasure
were set on fire. In the east the Ottomans had occupied Constantinople and parts of
Eastern Europe. But unlike the Arab, the Ottomans were not great patrons of
Knowledge. The intellectual decline of Islam, therefore continued despite the great
success of their military campaigns in Eastern Europe.

From The Muslim Reality in India edited by Ishtiyaque Danish, pp. 387-389.
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Activities of the IOS Headquarters

IOS At 30

Meet on “equality, justice,
fraternity”

Inaugural Session

The Institute of Objective Studies
organised a national conference on
“Towards Equality, Justice and
Fraternity in Contemporary India:
Creating a Better Tomorrow Through
Education” at  Speaker  Hall,
Constitution Club of India, Rafi Marg,
New Delhi, on November 5, 2016 to
mark its 30th anniversary celebrations.

Inaugurating  the  conference,
former Union Minister for Minority
Affairs, K. Rahman
Khan hailed the 10S
for contributing its bit
to the guidance of the
younger generation by

' 30" Anniversary Celebr

intolerance had put him to shame. He
noted that intolerance affected justice,
fraternity  and equality. The
responsibility of initiating a dialogue
on the issue rested on all, but the
Muslims had a special role to play.
This was so because earlier, too, the
Jews did not accept the Prophet of
Islam (PBUH) despite the prophecy
about him in their scriptures. He
warned against the impending danger
to freedom of the press. This could be
illustrated from the fact that telling the
truth was immediately branded as an
anti-national act.

He also expressed astonishment
over some of observations of the
judiciary. Recalling the Karnataka
High Court’s ruling that the birthday
celebrations of the Mysore ruler, Tipu
Sultan, could not be held at the state

INSTITUTE OF OBJEC TIVE STUDIES, NEW DELHI

National Conference on

Towards Equality, Justice and Fraternity in Contemporary India

ations Programme

Ahmadi observed that 70 years had
passed since the Constitution was
adopoted. The basic features of the
Constitution could not be changed due
to the Supreme Court’s historic
judgment in the Keshavanand Bharti
case in which the apex court ruled that
the Fundamental Rights formed a part
of the basic features of the
Constitution, and thus these could not
be changed. No government that
would come to power at the Centre in
the future could subject the
Fundamental Rights to amendments.
He urged young students of law to
deeply study the Indian Constitution in
order to correctly understand its spirit.

Commenting on Article 23 of the
Constitution, he said that it was the
only Article that guaranteed the

Fundamental Rights. Referring to Part

Four of the
Constitution, he
opined that the
Right to Education
was one of the

Way Of sympOSIa’ Creating a Better Tomorrow Through Education guarantees that
seminars and November 5, 2046, Constitution Club of | ensured
publishing about 400 g

iy development of

titles on various issues
that dominated
today’s world. It’s
work on the issues
confronting Indian
society as a whole
would be written in
the annals of history.

Referring to the
doubt being raised
over the practicability of the Indian
Constitution in certain quarters, he said
that India was passing through a
critical phase of its history. India has
unity in diversity and it has adopted a
Constitution  that preserves this
diversity. But that diversity was being
sought to be undermined by
intolerance. In this connection, he
quoted a letter written by an ex-Navy
chief to the Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi expressing concern over the
atmosphere of intolerance.

The former Navy chief told the
Prime Minister that the incidents of

oy

ENSTITUTE OF ORECTIVE STUDIES
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L-R: Prof. Furgan Qamar, Prof. Akhtarual Wasey, Dr. Shakeel Ahmad, Justice A.M.
Ahmadi, Mr. K. Rahman Khan, Dr. Mohd. Manzoor Alam, Brigadier S. Ahmad Ali and

Prof. M. Aslam

level as it was inappropriate to
celebrate a ruler’s birthday, he said.
The birthday celebrations of rulers
were being organised at several places.
Then why was Tipu Sultan being
singled out, he questioned. Calling for
urgent attention to education of the
community for a better future of the
younger generation, he said that the
proposals for inclusion in the new
education policy be forwarded to the
government for some solace in today’s
atmosphere of frustration.

In his presidential address, former
Chief Justice of India, Justice AM

mental faculties of
children, adding that
education was the
only source of
enlightenment. He
said that the Right to
Education was
supposed to be
enforced within 10
years of the
adoption of the Constitution, but it was
not to be. He insisted that though
education was there in Part Four of the
Constitution, he always felt that it was
one of the Fundamental Rights. During
his tenure in the Supreme Court, he
thought that the time was ripe to
enforce the Right to Education leading
to the passage of Right to Education
Act, under which education for
children from 6 to 14 years had been
made free.

Rejecting the logic that lack of
finances was coming in the way of
education, he urged Muslim leaders to
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convey the message to the community
that each and every child should go to
school. He recalled how he wrote to
the chief ministers to open institutions
of higher learning in their states and
said several of them were receptive to
the idea. The establishment of the
National Law University in Bangalore,
of which he was Visitor, was such an
example. He concluded that young
men possessed talent and what was
needed was encouragement.

Former Union Minister of State for
Communication and  Information
Technology, Dr. Shakeel Ahmad held
that the responsibility to enlighten the
younger generation devolved on
intellectuals. He lamented that
Muslims neglected history, with the
result that they moved away from
Islam. The number of mosque- going
Muslims did
increase, but
Muslims abdicated
their duty to engage
with  non-Muslims.
This obviously led
to misconceptions
about Islam among

non-Muslims.
Emphasising  the
need for inter-
community

dialogue for putting
Islam in  proper
perspective, he said
that the wrong
notion of the use of
sword  for  the
spread of Islam could be dispelled. He
maintained that if the sword had been
wielded for the spread of Islam, in
Agra and Delhi, which were seats if
power of the Muslim rulers, the entire
population would have been converted
to Islam. He also took to task those
non-Muslims who dubbed Muslims as
sympathisers of Pakistan adding that
both the Pakistani intelligence agency,
ISI, and a particular party in India
rejoiced over communal riots. He
expressed surprise that in a democracy
like the United States of America
which claimed to be strongest in the
world, the Republican candidate for

presidency, Donald Trump, could use
hatred against Islam as a bait for
winning elections.

Vice-Chancellor of Maulana Azad
University, Jodhpur, Prof. Akhtarul
Wasey observed that the 10S was
established at a time when the need for
a think-tank was strongly felt. It was a
happy augury that the delegates to the
national conference were participating
cutting across religious and caste lines
to deliberate on the issues that
confronted not only Muslims but also
other communities, he said.

Former Vice-Chancellor of the
Central  University of Himachal
Pradesh and General Secretary,
Association of Indian Universities,
Prof. Furgan Qamar stressed that
Muslims should go into the causes that

A view of the audience

led to educational backwardness
among Muslims. Calling for creation
of educational facilities, he said that
colleges and universities should be
opened for Muslims to pursue higher
studies in different disciplines. These
facilities must be made inclusive for
the development of the community.
The existing rate of Muslim
participation in education, which stood
at 29 percent should be raised in urban
and rural areas. Despite facilities,
quality education was lacking, he said.
Inclusiveness created diversity which
served as a catalytic agent for the
augmentation of knowledge. He

explained that there were two barriers
to educational development. These two
were, actual barrier and perceived
barrier. These barriers should be
removed to create educational
opportunities for those who did not
possess them.

Pro-Vice Chancellor of Aligarh
Muslim  University, Brigadier S
Ahmed Ali, SM, pointed out that
education was a key to national
development. Expressing concern over
the highest percentage of school drop-
outs among Muslims, he said that it
was time to do some soul-searching.
Commenting on quality education, he
held that it was a benchmark of
Christian schools. Thus the Muslim
educational institutions too should not
compromise on quality. He said that
education inculcated a sense of value
among students as
without value, ethos
would be meaningless.
He extensively quoted
from  statistics on

meager outlay on
research and
development in
education. He

remarked that the rate
of drop-outs among
Muslim students stood
at 57 percent against
the national average of
65 percent. This rate
was higher in states
like UP, Maharashtra
and Jharkhand. He
counseled the younger generation to
learn to labour and wait.

Vice-Chancellor of the Indira
Gandhi National Open University
(IGNOU), Prof. M. Aslam called for
introspection and said that it was
difficult to build an institution. While
laying stress on the exchange of
experience among scholars, he said
that the focus should be on
marginalised sections. There was also
the need for strengthening
constitutional values. Commenting on
the Indian Constitution, he said that
legal experts were required to interpret
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the provisions. He held that good sense
prevailed over the government to
formulate a realistic education policy.
He lamented that administrative
structures were not functioning
properly and were turning to judiciary
for instructions every now and then.
He also regretted that social
institutions were disintegrating and
India was not paying any attention to
them. Pleading for investment in
education in future, he said that several
European countries were spending less
on arms and more on education.

Chairman of the 10S, Dr. M.
Manzoor Alam briefly dwelt on the
30-year journey of the institute. During
this journey, the institute focused on
justice, equality and brotherhood. He
said that these three elements were at
the core of the holy

country belonged to the younger
generation and the onus to save the
nation devolved on them. While
calling for intellectual work to be
taken forward, he said that social and
economic  equality  should  be
vigorously pursued.

The conference was divided into
five business sessions. These were:

Business Session-|

The session presided over by Vice-
Chancellor of IGNOU, Prof. M.
Aslam, focused on ‘“New Education
Policy: Purpose, Focus and its Salient
Features”. This was conducted by
Finance Secretary of the 10S, Prof.
Ishteyaque Danish. The speakers at the
session included national convener,

University of Himachal Pradesh and
General Secretary, Association of
Indian  Universities, Prof. Furgan
Qamar, the session was conducted by
Dr Md Aftab Alam. The speakers

included former Vice-Chancellor,
Swami Vivekanand Subharti
University, Meerut, Prof. Manzoor

Ahmad and former Vice-chancellor,
Maulana Azad University, Jodhpur, Dr
Kumar Rajiv. While Prof. Hamid
Naseem Rafiabadi, Dean, School of
Social Sciences, Central University of
Kashmir spoke on “Empowering
Education with Values: An Integrated
Model”, Dr Amir Ullah Khan,
Advisor, Gates Foundation and
Visiting Professor, Indian School of
Business, Hyderabad and Prof. Ahrar
Husain, from the Faculty of Education,
JMI focused their talk on higher

Qurian as well as — ((e:dhuqatlon. b i?rme]rc
the  Constitution. alrman, eptt. o
. INSTITUTE IBIECTIVE S MES, NEW DELHI GGOgl’aphy, AMU,

But, Muslims had 2 ) ; -
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miserably failed to
act according to
either of the two. It
was in this context
that the 10S had so ‘
far organised about ) l‘
1,100 national and
international
seminars. He
informed that
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about 30-40 books
on these subjects

were in the
pipeline. Similarly,
a project, under

which the study and analysis of
victims of various sorts would be
undertaken, had been prepared. He
recalled the days when he faced
opposition from several quarters and
nobody was willing to give the
institute its space. He especially called
upon the youth to read into the future
and not get desperate due to the
prevailing atmosphere. Despite
desperation, they must tread on the
path of education, social harmony and
forbearance. They should work at the
ground level in order to be fully
awakened about the issues at hand and
share their concern with others. The

National Conference on

Towards Equality, Justice and Fraternity in Contemporary India
Creating a Better Tomorrow Through Education

v

TE OF OBIECTIVE STUDNES, NIW [
BUSINESS SESSION-I;
Theme
New Education Policy: Purpose, Focus
and its Salient Features

L-R: Prof. Ishtiyaque Danish, Dr. Md. Aftab Alam, Mr. Ambarish Rai, Prof. M. Aslam,

Brigadier S. Ahmad and Dr. John Dayal

RTE Forum, Ambarish Rai, eminent
journalist and Human Rights activist,
Dr. John Dayal, Pro-Vice Chancellor
of AMU, Aligarh, Brigadier S Ahmed
Ali and Asstt. Prof. of Political
Science, Zakir Hussain College, Delhi
University, Dr. Md. Aftab Alam.

Business Session-11

The theme of the Session was
“Higher Education: Social Sciences
and Humanities, Science  and
Technology”. Co-chaired by the Vice-
Chancellor SK University, Dumka,
Jharkhand, Prof. Qamar Ahsan, and
former Vice-Chancellor of the Central

Qureshi spoke on “The
Problem of Standard of

Books in Higher
Education” while Prof.
M Badrul Alam,

Political Science, JMI
spoke on the theme.
Mohammad Allam,
post-graduate teacher in
St. High  School,
Aligarh  spoke on
“International Ranking
of Indian Institutes of
Higher Education: An
Analysis” while Mohammad Asif,
asstt. prof., deptt. of Education, Tezpur
University, Assam also expressed his
views on the theme.

Business Session-111

The third session was devoted to
“School Education: Critical Areas of
Concern”. While the session was
chaired by the principal, the New
College Chennai, Dr. Major Zahid
Husain, it was conducted by Abdul
Basit Ismail of Jibreel International
School, Kolkata. The speakers who
presented their papers included former
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chairman, deptt. of Economics, AMU,
Prof. Nasim A. Zaidi, asstt. prof.,
deptt. of Psychology, AMU, Dr
Nasheed Imtiaz, managing director,
SATCO, INTL, Qatar, M S Bukhari,
research scholars, deptt. of Islamic
Studies, AMU, Zubair Hamid and
Mujtaba Faroog.

Business Session-1V

While Prof. Saud Alam Qasmi,
deptt. of Theology, AMU, presided
over the session on “Community
Educational Institutions: Review and
Impact”, faculty of Law, JMI Prof.
Egbal Husain conducted it. Prof.
Mohsin Usmani, former dean, English
and Foreign Languages University,
Hyderabad presented his paper on

“Madarsa Education”. Dr. Mohd.
Faheem Akhtar Nadwi, '
Head, Deptt. of Islamic

Studies, MANUU,

Hyderabad spoke on

“Hamare Taleemi Idare:
Surat-e-Hal aur Taqaze”.
Dr. Malika B. Mistry,
Deptt. of Economics,
Poona College of Arts,
Science and Commerce,
Pune, presented her
paper on the “Impact of
RSS on Education in
India” while Dr. Parveen

Qamar, asstt.  prof.,
deptt. of DWE,
MANUU,  Hyderabad

spoke on “Educational

Status of Muslim Women after
Independence: Problems and
Prospects”. Dr. Mohd. Dawood Sofi,
research scholar, Deptt. of Islamic
Studies, AMU, presented his talk on
“Introducing Natural Sciences in
Madarsa Education”. Dr. Fatima
Shahnawaz, post-doctoral fellow in the
deptt. of Psychology, AMU, spoke on
“Women’s Education: Its Relevance in
the Modern World’. While research
scholar, deptt. of Islamic Studies,
AMU, Gowhar Quadir Wani presented
his paper on “Reorienting Madarsa
Education in the Light of Magasid-al-
Shariah”, Tabassum Rasool, a Ph.D.

scholar, deptt. of Political Science,
AMU, spoke on “Treating Educational
Backwardness of Muslims in India:
Role of Awgqaf’. Dr. Darakshan
Anjum, post-doctoral fellow, AMU,
dealt with the topic ‘“Uniformity,
Equality and Islamic Identity through
Education.’

Business Session-V

The fifth session on the “Minorities
and other Marginalised Sections and
Dalit Education and Way Forward”
was chaired and conducted by Dr.
Kumar Rajiv and Prof. Hamid Naseem
Rafiabadi respectively. While Prof.
Shamim A Ansari, dean, faculty of
Psychology, @~ AMU, spoke on
“Strategic Roadmap for Educational
Empowerment of Weaker Sections,

" Anniversary Celebrations Programme

National Conference on
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Creatir - lomorrow Througk tion

especially  Muslims:
Success”, human rights activist, VB
Rawat expressed his views on the

A Key to

theme. Sanjay K Rai, general
secretary, Asangathit Kshetra Kamgar
Union, U.P. Lucknow presented a
paper on “School Education -
Minorities and the Marginalised”. Dr.
Showkat Ahmad Dar, research scholar,
deptt. of Islamic Studies, AMU,
presented a paper titled “Towards
Upliftment of Underprivileged
Sections of Indian Society”. Sajad
Ahmad Padday, research scholar and
Dr. Ayesha Siddiqua, post-doctoral
fellow in the Deptt. of Islamic Studies,

remporary Indin

AMU, presented a paper on “Muslim
Awakening in Modern Education”, and
“A Comparative Study of Educational
Condition of Muslim Dalits and Hindu
Dalits in India”, respectively.

Valedictory Session

The fifth session was followed by
the valedictory session, which was
presided over by Dr. M Manzoor
Alam. In his concluding remarks, he
said that several suggestions received
at the conference on various issues
would be discussed by a committee
and a decision would be taken. He
remarked that Dr. Mohd. Fahim
Akhtar Nadwi’s suggestions would be
discussed by the general body of the
I0S. Referring to the national seminar
organised on inter-faith harmony in

. Bodhgaya in the
last week of
September, he
said that the
governor of Bihar
was impressed
with it.  The
governor had
asked the state
universities to
organise such
seminars in
association  with
the 10S. He
informed that
about 130 books
on the subject of
inter-faith
harmony had been planned. He called
upon young scholars, both Hindus and
Muslims, to come forward and fight
against negative thinking with their
writings. As justice, equality and
fraternity formed the core of both the
holy Qur’an and the Constitution,
young intellectuals and ulema should
take a lead in identifying those who
were working against the spirit of the
latter. He held that scholars associated
with the RSS were deeply involved in
the study of the Qur’an and Hadith
with an intent to misguide people by
mis-interpreting them. It was now duty
of the ulema and Islamic scholars to
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present the teachings of Islam in a
proper perspective in different Indian
languages. It was high time both
Muslims and Hindus joined hands for
neutralising ill-effects of the false
propaganda of the Sangh Parivar as the
Quran was revealed to the Prophet
(PBUH) for the well-being of the
entire humanity, he added.

Book Release

Earlier, the national conference
formally opened with the recitation of
a Quranic verse by the Islamic scholar,
Maulana Abdullah Tarique. In his
welcome speech, Prof. ZM Khan,
Secretary General said that the 10S
was engaged in looking into the
various aspects of education and the
new education policy, besides focusing
on the marginalised,
deprived and poor
sections of society.
He pointed out that
the Institute also
undertook field

researches on
various subjects
through  scholars.

Epistemology was
one of the areas
where the Institute
had done a lot of
work. The Institute
employed a
methodology to
select scholars for
assignments.  The
Institute was planning to undertake the
study of the role of the common in the
freedom movement, he concluded. On
this occasion, seven books and reports
and a calendar for the year 2017
published by the 10S were released.
While Status of Muslim Education and
the Way Forward , a report by Ms.
Naaz Khair was released by Prof. M.
Aslam, Indo-ASEAN Trade and
Investment: Historical and
Contemporary Perspective by Dr.
Asmer Beg was released by Justice
AM Ahmadi. I0S Vice- Chairman,
Prof. Refagat Ali Khan released, Ba-
Yaad-e-Shibli written by Dr. Alauddin

Khan. Mashahire Uloom-e-Islamia aur
Mufakkereen wa Musleheen by Prof.
Mohsin Usmani was released by Prof.
Akhtarul Wasey, Indo-Arab Relations:
Partnership in Development written by
Dr. Tahir Beg was released by Prof.
Furgan Qamar. Youth Education and
their Career Perspective: A Case
Study of Jamia Nagar (Delhi), a report
by Dr. Razia was released by Brigadier
S Ahmad Ali. While Hindutva: Ahdaaf
Wa Masayal written by Maulana
Abdul Hameed Nomani was released
by Maulana Abdullah Mughesi, the
I0OS Calendar for 2017 was jointly
released by the dignitaries present on
the podium. The proceedings were
conducted by the Asstt. Secretary
General, 10S, Prof. Afzal Wani. Dr.
M. Manzoor Alam proposed a vote of
thanks.
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Release of 10S books
Exhibition

The inaugural session was followed
by the inauguration of an exhibition on
I0S journey through last 30 years. The
exhibition contained display of audio-
visuals, publications, hoardings and
banners, calendars, clippings of news
and articles and films and photo
galleries of important events of the
I0S during last 30 years.

The Secretary General, 10S, Prof.
ZM Khan read out the 17-point
resolution unanimously adopted by the
participants. The resolution read:

A careful watch is to be kept to
see to it that constitutional
guarantees in regard to equality,
justice and fraternity are
safeguarded by all.

All efforts at commercialisation
of higher education are to be
analysed and taken care of.

All sections of society must
ponder over different aspects
related to the theme and self
introspection and soul-searching
have to be done by all. It is a
question which addresses the
fate and future of India as a
nation and civilisation.

The call in regard to the
questions related to education
should be raised at national
level, including marginalised
section. Maybe, it takes the form

of a powerful
movement.
5. Different

aspects and
issues should be
studied and
analysed in an
organised form.
A comparative
study would be
more
meaningful.

6. It is urged that
the government
should increase
funding to
education. At
least, six percent

of budget allocation should go to

education.

Efforts should be made to create

opportunities to get quality

education. The  educational
institutions should try to raise
the bar of excellence.

Those who are concerned with

questions regarding education

should not give up and continue
with their campaign and struggle
for it.

Education leadership is to be

created to  struggle  for

improvement of education.
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10. Marginalised sections must also
learn to put in labour through
planned efforts.

11. National interest demands that
aggressive and others similar
shades of nationalism must be
resented and stopped.

12. Education has a wider scope and
dimensions, so it has to be
highly inclusive.

13. Special efforts should be made
for female education at all
levels.

14. All efforts are to be made to
remove perceived and attitudinal

barriers.
15. There should be an effective
mechanism to monitor

administrative structures relating
to education. Such mechanism
should be created with a view of
its practical utility.

S =S
SO

16. There should be serious efforts
to mingle and coordinate
industry and education.

17. Community education system
should be reviewed by madaris
themselves. Steps must be taken
to incorporate madaris with
university system.

Contd. from page-8

The society was established for the
creation of scientific temper among
Muslims  through translations of
influential works in English language

Exhibition orT 108 journey through last 30 years

into Urdu. This effort had a salutary
effect on Muslims in India.

Translation not only extends the
accessibility of knowledge to the
receiving  language group, but
increases the reach, impact and
durability of the knowledge contained
in the original language. The project
under discussion intends to translate
the seminal, most influential books in
Arabic (to begin with) into several
Indian languages.

This is going to be part of a global
effort involving dozens of languages.
What is discussed here is largely
concerned with India and the
subcontinent. A committee of experts
from  different  disciplines and
languages has to be set up under a

chairman. It has to begin with the
identification and  selection  of
canonical and classical texts to be
assigned to good translators who are
well-versed in the subjects as well as
in the original language and the
language of translation.

We have also to include certain
influential texts of later vintage, even
some contemporary great works, for
translation. The language of translation
has to be easy to read, interesting and
stylistically perfect to facilitate a wide
readership in the recipient languages.

People coming from translation
studies have to be accommodated in
the project to provide insights and
guidance to the effort. Establishment
of permanent bureaus of translation,
complete with an administrative
structure, would be desirable.

Last, but not he least, adequate
infrastructure and fund support will be
required on a sustained basis to this
huge effort. Hopefully, we should be
able to create a substantial body of
knowledge available in multiple
languages.

Calendar 2017

Agents, Shop-keepers and others
may place their order of the 10S
calendar 2017 which has following
features:

Page-1 World: Mosque Through
the Ages (Started from
2011)  Fur  Important
Mosques of Turkey After
1400 A.D.

World:  Air  Pollution
Ranking  (Country-wise)-
2016

India: Representation of
Schedule Castes, Schedule
Tribes and Muslims in
Police Force (2012-2013)

Page-4 India:
(Religion-wise)-2011

Literacy  Rate

The calendar may be obtained from

Qazi Publishers & Distributors
B-35, Basement, Nizamuddin West
New Delhi-110013
Tel.: 011-24352732

Email: gazipublishers@yahoo.com
Price per calendar Rs. 25/-
(include packing, excludes postage)
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OPINION

Islam’s Knowledge Project: The Next Stage

by Dr Mohammad Manzoor Alam

The views expressed in the article do not necessarily reflect the editorial policy of the Newsletter (editor)

At an international seminar on
Islamic higher education last month in
the idyllic Maldives | made certain
observations that were received with
acclaim. The organisers asked me to
chair the next session where | had the
opportunity to elaborate on some of
the ideas.

At no stage in the 1400-year history
of Islam has its project of knowledge
stopped, though we agree that over the
last four centuries it has slowed down
considerably. A the moment the slow
down settled in, Islam was already a
thousand-year old, which makes many
wonder whether it was some kind of a
civilisational fatigue that has been
marked in other dynamic civilisations
also after a few centuries of their climb
to peak.

These are larger questions fit for
men like Arnold Toynbee, Edward
Gibbon and Ibn-e-Khaldun to answer.
A relatively short piece like this may
not be an appropriate format for this.
However, suffice to say that the
Muslim intellectual  elite  that
specialises in such areas is keenly
aware of this obvious trend and wants
to arrest this decline.

Institutions like the Washington-
based International Institute of Islamic
Thought (IIIT) and Delhi-based
Institute of Objective Studies (10S),
which | happen to head, are seized of

this fact, along with other like-minded
organisations of the world.

They are keenly aware that not only
no, or little, knowledge is being
produced by the Muslim world, but its
huge body of existing knowledge is
gradually getting lost in the rising dust
of time. It needs both preservation,
updating and to be made compatible
with contemporary standards.

There are issues of promotion of
knowledge in Islamic perspective
throughout  societies, in  schools,
colleges, universities, in curricula-
setting and canon formation. This is a
huge task, and already we are working
on these.

However, what | propose here is
less about this aspect and more about
the restoration of knowledge of the
Muslim world. The processes of
restoration also involve expansion of
knowledge. ~ When we  restore
knowledge it comes to the notice of
more and more people, leading to its
expansion.

An example of this comes from an
earlier Muslim experience. In the
Middle Ages, when Islam was
thriving, the West was in serious
decline for centuries. The ancient
Greek knowledge was virtually lost
and almost extinct. Then Muslims
turned their attention to restoring and

propagating it by translating it into
Arabic from Greek and teaching it at
their universities.

Europeans who had studied at
Muslim universities gradually
retranslated it into their languages,
along side the knowledge produced by
Muslims and stored in Arabic. This
new body of knowledge was
instrumental in ushering in the
European Renaissance.

This was not the first time that
translation and  aggregation  of
knowledge had worked wonders for
civilisational advance. Several
centuries before the advent of the
European Renaissance Muslims had
established Dar-ul-Hikmah (literally,
wisdom house) in Baghdad where
scholars translated many of the best
works in other great languages into
Arabic. This provided a great boost to
Muslim advancement.

Yet another similarly dramatic
impact of translation was witnessed in
the middle of the 19th century and
later. This knowledge revolution was
led by Sir Syed, the founder of Aligarh
Muslim University in the form of the
rather modest Scientific Society.
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