










and �larumon of difficult words and passages as well as a brief commentary 
in tlie local language. He believed that this should form an inseparable part of 
the cuniculum of Islamic madaris. 

He realized, t.o his dismay, that the scholars and ulama of his times were deeply 
enamoured of Greek philosophy and attached undue importance to philology 
and grammar. He cautioned them against the insidious consequences of this 
preoccupation and urged them to tum instead to the fundamental sources of 
Islam - the Qur'an and Hadith - which alone could provide a true 
understanding of Islamic teachings and principles. 

Shah W aliullah was acutely aware of the need to interpret and project the 
teachings and principles of Islam in the contemporary academic and literary 
idiom He worked out, for this purpose, a comprehensive and cogent system of 
Islamic philosophy and scholasticism based essentially on the edifice of the 
Qur'an and Hadith but presented in the idiom and style of his time. 

15th Shah Waliullah Award 
on 

"Objective Study of Indian History and Culture" 

The la1t date for receipt of n.ominations ia 30 May, 2013.
A Note on the Theme of the Award 

Situated in the Asian sub-continent, India has been at the centre of world 
attention since centuries. This is a unique territorial region about which it could 
be affirmed with full confidence that the oldest races and civilisations of the 
world took refuge in this wonderland. A number of new researches in the field 
have corroborated this thesis. The caravan of humanity has been associated 
with this land. Arguably, the geographical importance of this region 
significantly contnbuted to its fascination. This region is rich in many 
diversified natural resources. Besides, this is imbued with ostensible charm and 
warmth which woos every beholder. That is the reason why great conquerors, 
suzerains, sultans and rulers dreamed of settling on this land While many of 
them met with success, the rest were not so lucky. Those who tasted the success 
also included the Muslim rulers of the mediaeval period 

They not only fostered deep affection for this land and refrained from treating it 
as a conquered territory but also adopted it as their native land. They 
invigorated its grace, made it more alluring and fascinating. As a matter of fact, 
the influence of a different race and culture produced a varied Attar (perfume), 
which is called Hindustaniyat (Indianness) and Hindustan (India). 

Unfortunately, a communal mindset came to the fore post-independent India, 
and its tentacles stretched with the passage of time. It dealt a heavy blow to 
Indian's real identity. The damage was done not only to its body politically, but 
also socially and culturally. After Independence when the work of writing the 
past history of India started, a sizeable section was beset with the communal 
mindset. Instead of engaging in historiography, this section set itself on re­
writing history based on myths and manufactured facts. In their writings, they 
confined themselves to the rulers whom they held dear and showed the Muslim 
Kings of India in a bad light. This sullied the image. of the country and a deep 
sense of exasperation prevailed. In such circumstances, the job of objective 
writing of Indian history and culture was not an easy task. 

But many of historians took upon themselves the responsibility to put the 
histocy of India and its culture in their accurate and fact-based perspective. 
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In the past few years, India's political landscape underwent a sea �e. This 
change was marked by the persistence of communal frame of mind, whicti al 
wi1nessed the assassination of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi. It was like 
announcing that from now on, there will be no space for those who talked of a 
united nation and the dictum of unity in diversity. In spite of all this, a sizeable 
section of scholars always remained active to challenge this mindset. This 
section always spoke the 1ruth without being biased and never endured 
distortion of facts ofhis1my and culture belonging to a community. In fact, the 
need for such an endeavor was felt soon after India's Independence. But this 
job assumed more importance in the past few years because of the obligation to 
preserve the real Hindustaniyat for future generations. If this does not happen, 
supreme sacrifices, which made thousands of people shed their blood for the 
sake of freedom from the Britishers, will go in vain. 

If sincere efforts are not made to preserve India's rich and authentic history and 
culture, it will be difficult to 1hink of India an Independent and Sovereign 
Democratic Republic. 

In view of the urgent need for objective study of Indian history and its culture, 
the Institute of Objective Studies has finally selected this topic "Objective 
Study of Indian History and Culture" for the 15th Shah W aliullah A ward in 
order to recognize the contribution of an Islamic scholar who keeps his lamp 
aflame even during heavy winds. This is also aimed at engaging the younger 
generation in the momentous task by acquainting them with his services. 

Essay Writing Competition 
(Junior Category) 

O.D 

"Treatment of Muslim rulers to Non-Muslims in India" 

The Institute of Objective Studies invites essays on the 1opic of ''Treatment of 
Muslim rulem to Non-Muslims in India" by young scholars and researchers. The 
best essay will receive a cash awam of Rs. 25,000/-. 

The last date for submission of die essay Is 30 May, 2023. 
Candidates who wish to participate in the competition are required to submit 
their essay in accordance with the following guidelines: 

i) The candidate should be below 45 years of age.
ii) The essay should have a high academic standard and should not exceed

10,000 words. Detailed references should be appended at the end of the
essay.

iii) The essay should be submitted in quadruplet, along with the curriculum
vitae of the candidate.

iv) An essay which is submitted for 1he competition should not have received
any award by any other organisation or institution. If the essay wins the
award, the 1OS will have the exdmive right over its publication.

v) The decision of the IOS on the selection of the best essay shall be rmal.

A Note on the theme of Essay 
Treatment of Mumm rulen to Non-Muslims in India 

History is the rich heritage of a coun1Iy. It not only strengthens the bond with 
the past, but also paves the way for new spirits and courage. History teachers us 
to distinguish between right and wrong and suggests ways to brighten the 
future. If a race is deprived of its history or its history is covered with a veil, or 
its history is altered, it could lead to ruination and desperation of that ethnic 
group. The history of Muslims in India has been very long and vivid. After the 
foundation of the Delhi Sultanate was laid in 1206, the history of Muslim,.rule 

7 






