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The earlier two volumes of Readings on Minorities: Perspectives & Documents (1996) were
well received in the country. They have been found useful by researchers as well as by
those involved in advocacy of minority rights. The present volume deals exclusively with
minority right to language, education and culture, bringing together papers on the subject
by renowned experts and international and national documents from 1960s to 2001.

Multiculturalism is the hallmark of our times, celebrating diversity as a source of
enrichment and stability. Article 27 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights provides legal framework for multicultural policies to be adopted by member States.
The UN Declaration on Persons Belonging To…….Minorities, and subsequent commentaries
and explanations have clearly spelled out the obligation of the States to take special
measures for creating conditions favourable for minorities to fully enjoy their educational,
cultural and religious rights. It has been affirmed that such an arrangement ensures
political and social stability of the country. In India, however, we are faced with a situation
arising from policy directions on education and culture which are being perceived by
minorities as assmilationist. How to reconcile the claims of Indian civilization aspirations
with those of minorities to preserve their distinct identity is a challenge to educationists as
well as to Constitutional law.

The present volume brings under critical scrutiny the process of the framing of the Indian
Constitutional provisions on language, script, culture and education, pointing out how they
need to be brought into conformity with international standards.
Contents: Acknowledgement I   Authors II      Preface III-IV    Introduction – Iqbal A.
Ansari V-XXVI

Part-I Perspectives: International

1.Human Rights, Group Conflicts and World Order AsbjØrn Edie (1-14) 2.The Social
Psychology of Minorities Henri Tajfel (15-38) 3.Language, Literacy and Minorities Tove
Skutnabb -Kangas (39-64)  4.Education and Minority Rights: International Standards
Patrick Thornberry (65-78) 5.The Role of the Curriculum in Minority Education Sarah
Graham-Brown (79-87) 6.Aspects of Religion in Secular Education Jagdish Gundara( 89-
98)

Part-II Perspectives: National

.7.Educational and Cultural Rights of Minorities Under the Indian Constitution: Drafting
History of Articles 29 & 30Anwarul Yaqin (101-116) 8.Minority Educational Institutions
under Articles 29 & 30 of the Constitution Iqbal A. Ansari (117-155) 9.Inadequate
Constitutional Protection of Minority Languages in India Iqbal A. Ansari (157-168)

Part-III .Urdu As a Minority Language In India

1 The Future of Urdu In India Donald E. Smith (171-177) 2.Urdu A.G. Noorani (179-186)
3.Evaluation of Implementation of Development Programme Regarding UrduAtique Ahmad
Siddiqui (187-199) 4.Non-Implementation of Gujral Committee Reprot on Urdu: Findings
of Sardar Jafri Committee(201-211)



25/07/2021 READINGS ON MINORITIES

oldwebsite.iosworld.org/ebk70.htm 2/3

Part-IV Documents: International & Regional

1.International And Regional Standards In the Field of Minority Education (215-219) 1.1
Excerpts from the Convention on the Rights of the Child, UN 1989 (221-222) 1.2 Excerpts
from the recommendations made in the report on constructive national arrangements for
minorities by Special Rapporteur Asbjorn Eide of the Sub-Commission on the Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, in UN document E/CN.4/Sub.2/1993/34/Add.4
(223-232 ) 1.3 General Comment by the Human Rights Committee on Article 27 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, UN 1994 (233-238) 1.4 Education and
Minorities: Directions for the Future-Minority Rights Group, 1994 (239-241)   2. Multi
cultural & Intercultural Education: Report of the Seminar organised by the U.N. Working
Group on Minorities, 1997 (243-250) 3. Commentary to the Declaration on the Rights of
Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities, 2001 by Asbjrn
Eide (251-281) 4.Excerpts From the Document of the Copenhagen Meeting of the
Conference on the Human Dimension, CSCE, 1990 (283-288) 4.1The Hague
Recommendations Regarding the Education Rights of National Minorities, 1996( 289-293 )
4.2 Explanatory Note to the Hague Recommendations Regarding the Educational Rights of
National Minorities, 1996 (295-304) 5.Liberal Declaration on the Rights of Minorities,
Friedrich Naumann Stiftung, Germany, 2000 (305-325) 6.1 Study on the Rights of Persons
Belonging to Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities – Francesco Capotorti (327-342)
6.2The Position of Persons Belonging to Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities in the
Society in which they live(343-382) 6.3 Application of the Principles set forth in article 27
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political rights (383-441)

Part-V Documents: National

Cultural and Educational Rights of Minorities In the Constituent Assembly of India, 1947-
1949

1. (i) Letter from K.G. Munshi circulated to the members of the Sub-Committee on
Minorities 445-446 (ii)Interim Report of the Sub-Committee on Minorities 447-449
(iii)Proceedings of the Advisory Committee Meeting 450-457 (iv) Interim Report of the
Advisory Committee on the subject of Fundamental Rights 458-458

2.Constituent Assembly – 1st May 1947(459-472 ) 3.Constituent Assembly – 30th August
1947(473-482) 4. Constituent Assembly – 7-8 December 1948(483-541) 5. The
Constitution of India: Provisions Regarding Language, Education and Culture 543-549
Select Bibliography (551-584)
 

The Editor: Professor Iqbal A. Ansari, retired from Aligarh Muslim University as Professor
of English in 1995, is Visiting Professor at Centre for Federal Studies, Jamia Hamdard
University, New Delhi.

His publications include the following:

1. Human Rights In India : Some Issues, I.O.S., New Delhi, 1998.

2. Communal Riots, the State and Law In India, I.O.S., New Delhi, 1997.

3. Concept of Man In Comparative Perspective, I.O.S., New Delhi, 1997.

4. Readings On Minorities : Perspectives & Documents, Vols. I and II, I.O.S., New Delhi,
1996.

5. Muslim Situation In India, Sterling Publications, New Delhi, 1989.

6. Uses of English, New Statesman Publications, 1978.

Professor Ansari has contributed a large number of articles to books, periodicals and
newspapers. He is actively associated with the human rights movement in India. He has



25/07/2021 READINGS ON MINORITIES

oldwebsite.iosworld.org/ebk70.htm 3/3
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